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J. Sterling Morton District 201 Receives Commendable Status for all 
Three High Schools

[Cicero, IL]—Morton East, Morton West, and Morton Freshman Center each 
earned Commendable status this year on the annual Illinois Report Card. The 
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) released the report card yesterday, which 
provides a detailed look at each school’s progress on academics, student success, 
school culture, and climate, and financial investments.

Morton continues to invest in supporting all students through programs to meet 
a multitude of needs and interests. From Advanced Placement (AP) to Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) to supports for at-risk students, District 201 has 
maximized its resources to accomplish its mission: Every Student Succeeds. 
The district has also increased supports to bolster social-emotional growth for 
all students.  The combination of these evidence-based funding investments 
continues to strengthen the whole student.

J. Sterling Morton High School District 201:
• increased graduation rate by 3% from last year
• increased school climate performance by 7% last year
• reduced chronic absenteeism by 10% from previous year
• increased students earning advance college credit (AP, dual credit and dual 

enrollment) by 8%
• increased AP enrollment by 8% and increased students earning a score of 3 

or higher by 26% since being named College Board AP District of the Year 
in 2016. A score of 3 or higher guarantees college credit in any Illinois public 
college or university

• increased students earning industry certifications by 11%
• scored at or above Illinois average on all five measures of the 5Essentials 

survey
• increased attendance rate by 2%
 
“Our students and staff continue to improve in virtually every area. Although last 
year we remained the least adequately funded school district in Cook County 
and third-least adequately funded in Illinois, Evidence-Based Funding has made a 
major difference in our ability to support our students. The District will continue to 
maximize every resource to achieve our mission,” said District 201 Superintendent 
Dr. Timothy Truesdale.

View J. Sterling Morton High School District 201’s complete Report Card data at 
www.illinoisreportcard.com.
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